
 

NB: Steward Investigation/Hearing decisions are subject to Appeal under the Rules of Greyhound Racing. 

 

 

Stewards Investigation & Hearing Report 
 

Date of Hearing:  Monday, 4 August 2019   
Venue of Hearing: GRV Head Office 
Event: Race (7) at the Meadow on 20 July 2019  
Greyhound: Major Innings  
 
Investigation: The erroneous withdrawal of Major Innings.  
 
Reporting Stewards: Mr Paul Searle – Chief Steward 
  

REPORT 

Stewards investigated the circumstances pertaining to the erroneous scratching of Major 
Innings from Race 7 at the Meadows in Heat 5 of the Group 1 Maturity Classic on Saturday 
20 July 2019. 

      OVERVIEW 

In short, whilst the greyhounds were parading towards the parade ring, the handler of 
Major Innings (8) alerted Stewards to the semaphore board that indicated that Major 
Innings had been withdrawn from the event.  

This was incorrect. No Steward or Official had given any such order to withdraw Major 
Innings from the event and it was immediately evident that an error had occurred that 
caused the TAB to withdraw the greyhound, without due cause or reason. 

After discussions with the TAB and upon being advised that Major Innings was not a 
withdrawal from the event, the TAB was afforded the opportunity to correct the issue in 
their system. The race was originally scheduled to begin at 8.55pm. The withdrawal 
occurred at around 8.50pm. The TAB corrected the error by around 8.59pm. The race 
commenced at 9.05pm. 

The handlers were afforded the opportunity to walk around and onto the grassed area 
behind the boxes whilst awaiting confirmation of a new start time. No handlers requested 
or applied to the Stewards to be withdrawn from the event, as a result of such delay and the 
race jumped as advertised at 9.05pm.   

OUTCOME 

Major Innings underwent a veterinary examination prior to the race, upon retrieval from the 
kennels and was declared fit to race by the On-Track Veterinarian. Upon processing this 
certificate, the FastTrack Racing System sent an automatically generated email (without 
authority or warning) to the TAB that Major Innings was to be withdrawn.   

 



 

 

 

 

No GRV official withdrew Major Innings from the event either through fault, error or 
misadventure. 

The GRV IT department have now investigated the incident and rectification works are 
underway to eliminate future occurrence of a similar nature. Further measures have also 
been implemented between the Stewards and the TAB around process and function in 
dealing with late scratching’s, that will potentially eliminate this and similar matters moving 
forward.  

 
 

…………………………………………. 
PAUL SEARLE 
CHIEF STEWARD  
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA 


